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Many insects such as ants, bees, wasps and 
termites organise themselves into societies with 
division of labour, communication, conflict, 
cooperation and altruism. Insect societies 
resemble human societies in many ways and 
are arguably more efficient than ours in some 
ways. They sustainably harvest environmental 
resources, engineer their environments both 
inside and outside their nests, practice 
agriculture, fight disease with a combination of 
individual and social immunity, organise social 
hunting parties, navigate their environment 
using terrestrial and celestial cues and majorly 
influence the evolutionary trajectories of other 
organisms such as flowering plants. So, can we 
humans learn anything from insect societies? In 
this talk I will attempt to answer this question in 
the affirmative, but with caution. I will consider 
such relatively non-controversial topics as 
communication, agriculture and robotics but 
also some relatively controversial topics such 
as cooperation, conflict, collective decision 
making and democracy. 
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